
 On a recent morning I visited an infant classroom and 
saw a group of children sitting on the floor with a box of 
socks in front of them. Each child quickly realized that 
something was “hidden” inside of the sock and then 
spent a long while figuring out how to pull the object out. 
As each child pulled out a small ball, animal, or wooden 
block, he or she giggled with delight.  

 In a four-year-old room a mirror was placed in the mid-
dle of a table and glass jars filled with water were placed 
around it. Next to the jars were watercolors with small 
pipettes. No directions were given. As children entered 
the room, they saw the table and began to experiment 
with mixing colors and seeing the reflections of the jars 
through the mirror. Even as an adult, I was entranced. 
 We have begun to experiment with the term “invitations” 
as it describes a way of thinking about experiences for 

young children. Our hope is to invite and engage children’s 
curiosity and critical thinking through experimentation. 
This is a very different way of teaching than the typical 
teacher-driven “lesson planning” approach.  
 The idea of invitations for learning comes directly from 
the early childhood programs of Reggio Emilia, Italy, 
where the programs have become world-renowned since 

the mid-90s. In Italy, the commonly used term for 
what we refer to as an “invitation” is a “provocation” 
(sounds just beautiful when spoken in Italian), as 
these activities provoke the thinking and creativity 
in children. 
 Other aspects of the Reggio Emilia philosophy  
that we continue to delve into are long-term 
projects with the children based on their ideas 
and interests, making learning visible through  
the documentation of children’s work, beautiful 
classroom environments that focus on natural 
materials, and connecting children to the outside 
natural world.  
 As we begin to explore the Reggio approach to 
education, our goal is not to replace our mission-
driven philosophical beliefs of how children best 

grow and learn, but to continue to look for inspiration of 
how to improve upon what we do. Early childhood educa-
tion continues to be a changing field, and we want to stay 
on the forefront of best practices around the world. We 
consider ourselves new learners of these ideas and we 
greatly look forward to sharing our learning adventures. 
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This is my last message as Board President, 
as I will be stepping down in May after six years 
of board service. PIC has been near and dear to 
me and my family since Elijah was a Starfish. 

While I am sad, I leave the Board in very 
capable hands. The strategic plan is in year 
three, and the Board, in collaboration with PIC 
administration, has made great strides toward 
the Center’s goals. 

•	 The Buildings and Grounds Committee has a plan for the updating and repair of 
the facility, including recent enhancements to the Sunshine and Rainbow rooms.  

•	 The Development Committee has strengthened fundraising initiatives, including  
a successful Giving Tuesday campaign that raised over $3,000.

•	 The Diversity Committee collaborated with the Human Resources Committee on  
a staff survey to learn about staff experience of having their children enrolled at PIC.

•	 The Finance Committee has ensured the continued financial sustainability of PIC.
• The Human Resources Committee has assisted in a new staff professional develop-

ment plan and the revision of the Staff Handbook.
•	 The Parent Involvement Committee has initiated a new Parent Mentoring program, 

and is finding new and creative ideas for parent participation.
•	 The Quality Committee continues to ensure that we are working on the right things 

for the children and parents of PIC.

While my official role will come to an end in May, PIC will remain a priority for me. 
I look forward to strengthening the bond of PIC alumni parents, many of whom have 
been dear friends since we embarked on the journey of parenthood. I will continue 
to attend ArtStart, contribute to the Plant Sale, and use every opportunity to advo-
cate for quality early childhood education at PIC and in the larger community. 

I look forward to continuing to be a part of the strong connection that PIC has with 
children, parents and the neighborhood.

A Message from the Board President: Carol Lerner

Income 2013 - 2014

Expenses 2013 - 2014

* The tuition & fees figure also includes $226,929, which represents the  
difference between CCIS and Pre-K Counts subsidy payments and the 
true cost of care for a child at PIC.
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Assistant After School Teacher Akira Hedrick 
wanted her first graders to create something that was 
known to them in order to experience the thought and 
planning that takes place before an item appears on 
a store shelf.

She found her inspiration from the mason jar DIY 
projects on Pinterest. With baby food jars from the 
Recycleteria, Akira guided her first-grade Starlights  
in a project to create their own snow globes. 

After taking pictures of each student in class (in  
a nice unplanned twist, some children asked to take 
pictures of each other), Akira printed, laminated, and 
hot-glued them into the jars. She worked with the 
children to add water, oil, and glitter.

 The children wanted to know, “why baby oil?”  
The class took a moment to observe how the glitter 
moved in the water and how it moved in the baby 
oil. When asked “what’s the difference?” one student 
replied, “It comes 
down slower.” 
After discussion, 
the class decided 
together that the oil 
was a better choice 
for their project.  

According to 
Akira, “what started 
out as a fun art 
project became a 
mini-science lesson 
because of the curiosity 
of the Starlights.”

Quality Shows | Curriculum Enrichment
When educators use the term curriculum, many words might pop into your head, like “planned” and “teacher-directed.” At PIC,  
we understand curriculum to be so much more. Most recently, our teachers have been practicing and reflecting on ways to inspire 
children’s imaginations, observe and acknowledge the topics that excite them, and truly engage children in the learning process.

                    
This past year, we have added more opportunities for loose-part learning in our early learning 
and after school programs. Recently, we turned our old copy room into the Recycleteria, a place 
where teachers and children will find loose parts for their classrooms. Such play is based on 
The Theory of Loose Parts, first proposed back in the 1970s by architect Simon Nicholson who 
believed that the loose parts in our environment empower our creativity.

We invite families, nearby alumni, and friends to contribute to the Recycleteria by bring-
ing in items from home. We welcome: cardboard tubes from wrapping paper, toilet paper/ 
paper towel rolls, bubble wrap, scraps of fabric, cardboard egg cartons, cereal boxes, 
baby food jars, water bottles, glass mosaic tiles, paint chip samples, yarn, and ribbon.

PIC Recycleteria: A loose-part learning space

What are “INVITATIONS” to learning?  
See page 1 to learn more about this 

exciting approach to discovery. 

As the 3- and 4-year-
olds arrived in the Fire-
flies room recently, they 
found several tables set 
up with an invitation to 
learn. Assistant Teacher 
Meghan Fraatz had gone 
down to PIC’s Recycle-
teria and was inspired 
by all the shades of 
green she found on the 
shelves: a variety of  

buttons, thin wooden 
sticks, sheer and glittery 
fabrics, pom poms, tins 
with lids, shredded paper, 
paint chips, and more.

Meghan grouped dif-
ferent items together on 
several tables and stood 

back to see what would happen when the children came. 
How would the Fireflies relate to the materials she selected? 
What items would engage the children? Who would be 
drawn to different materials?

As a teacher, what she saw was very exciting. She saw 
four children have a birthday party, complete with invitations 
(paint chips), drinks (pom poms and shredded paper mixed 
in clear containers) with a wooden stick added into each 
“glass” for a straw. Another group quickly started placing  
and sorting buttons in tins, while others prepared a big pot  
of spaghetti.

According to Meghan, “It was exciting to put out all these 
materials and watch the children’s imagination take over.” 

Loose Parts Offer Inspiration and Ideas

It was exciting to put 
out all these materials 
and watch the children’s 
imagination take over.
—Meghan Fraatz, PIC Teacher

A look at the Starlights

A look at the Fireflies
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Since being recognized as a nationally certified outdoor classroom in 
June by the Dimensions Educational Research Foundation and the 
Arbor Day Foundation, PIC’s Magic Circle Nature Playground has  
inspired the creativity and learning of 188 PIC toddlers, preschoolers, 
and school-agers. We are proud to be part of a growing movement in 
outdoor education and have shown our play space to nearby friends 
and colleagues in early education, Congressman Jim Roebuck, repre-
sentatives from the Delaware Valley Association for the Education of 
Young Children, along with teachers and staff from area nature centers, 
arboretums, and parks & recreation departments. 

Nature	Playground	and	Certified	Classroom

Preparing for NAEYC:
PIC teachers and administration have been 
working especially hard preparing for our 
re-accreditation visit from the National Asso-
ciation for the Education of Young Children. 
Pursuing NAEYC accreditation is a voluntary, 
ongoing commitment to intensive self-study 
and improvement. Accreditation is a mark of 
distinction that helps families find the best 
possible care and educational experience  
for their children. Programs that are NAEYC  
accredited demonstrate their commitment 
to go beyond the state’s minimum licensing 
requirements by meeting rigorous national 
standards in health, safety, administration  
and teacher qualifications, curriculum, com-
munication, and community involvement. To 
maintain the accreditation, programs must 
continually exceed high national child care 
standards and go through the re-accreditation 
process every five years. 

“Starring” PIC:  
PIC has been re-designated as a 4-star (highest!) center in the  
Keystone STARS program, which measures quality in child care. 
This designation will enable us to receive over $70,000 in grant 
support from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Grants from 
Keystone STARS support (1) program merit and (2) teacher educa-
tion and retention. These funds enhance classroom materials, help 
send more teachers to professional conferences, and allow us to 
offer teacher bonuses based on tenure and education level.

The number of PIC children who play 
in the Magic Circle. Does not include 
neighborhood families who come in the  
evenings and on weekends.

Quality Shows | Curriculum Enrichment

The number of Early Childhood Educa-
tion degree candidates who completed 
practicum and student observation hours 
at PIC last year.

Terri Lynne Lokoff Child Care Foundation’s 2014 Lois B. Cohan 
Museums-to-Go grant award enabled us to offer our early learners an 
engaging educational program. In December, The Franklin Institute’s 
Travel Science Team arrived at PIC to give nearly 100 toddlers and pre-
schoolers a dynamic presentation, entitled “Sillly, Shadow, Crazy Color,” 
where they explored changing color and light in different mediums. After 
a mesmerizing light show, each preschooler was given a Ziploc bag filled 
with different colors of paint. They were encouraged to mix and observe.  
THANK YOU TLLCCF for helping us enrich early learning at PIC.

A student observer from the Community College of 
Philadelphia (CCP) was surprised to find that on a 
recent rainy day there were children at PIC running 
and jumping in puddles for 45 minutes. She had not 
expected anyone to go outside, yet admitted that 
she had never had so much fun watching children  
“in action.” According to her instructor at CCP, there 
is no reading assignment that can match the learn-
ing that took place when this student shared her 
experience with her classmates.

Investing in Future Teachers: 
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This past year, PIC implemented a plan to meet the latest educational requirements of the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC). In 2014, 20 PIC teachers began or are continuing work towards associate and bachelor’s degrees 
in Early Childhood Education. What we see is an early education field that will be transformed and PIC teachers who will be well 
prepared to help children learn through play.

Quality Shows | Professional Educators

Going to school taught 
me what quality care 
was all about and made 
me want to be a better 
teacher. I am happy 
to have completed my 
bachelor’s degree and 
have plans to pursue my 
master’s degree.
Demita Hill
Lead Teacher

My literacy classes 
directly relate to 
working with this age 
group. It is helpful to 
gain knowledge in 
the latest research 
and best practices.
Brooks Wilson
Lead Teacher

Working with young 
children helps 
me soar in school 
because I have first-
hand knowledge.
Nicole Williams
Lead Teacher

PIC Teacher Earns National Recognition
 We are thrilled to share that PIC Grasshoppers Teacher Nichole McLeer is a 
recipient of the 2015 Terri Lynne Lokoff/Children’s TYLENOL® National Child 
Care Teacher Award.
  Child care teachers from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. Military 
bases around the world apply for this annual award. Each applicant must design  
a classroom enhancement 
project illustrating the educa-
tional, social, and emotional 
benefits of the activities.
  Nichole’s application  
included her project entitled, 
Full STEAM Ahead: Weaving 
Together the Languages of 
Science, Art, and Math. Her 
goal is to create more opportu-
nities to facilitate connections 
and experiences in science, 
technology, art, and math 
(STEAM) in her preschool room.
  As an award recipient, Nichole  
will receive funding for her project. 
She looks forward to integrating 
more science and technology  
with a portable light table and  
microscope. She is excited to  
expand her class library with  
new books that feature art, science 
and math. And, she is eager to help the children find a deeper connection with  
nature and art by working with clay.
  When asked about receiving the grant award, Nichole said, “I’m so excited to 
bring these items into our classroom. I’m eager to see what the children do, how 
they interact with these new tools, and how they interact with each other. Watching 
these changes take place in the Grasshopper classroom is really what it’s all about.”
  Nichole is one of 50 child care teachers who will be honored at a ceremony at the 
Please Touch Museum in April. We are so proud of her accomplishment!

Watching these changes take 
place in the Grasshopper 
classroom is really what it’s 
all about. 
—Nichole McLeer, PIC Teacher

The number of PIC 
teachers enrolled 
in a degree program 
in 2014.

Many early education teachers 
go back to school with the help 
of the Rising STARS Tuition 
Assistance Program, which
significantly covers tuition costs 
for early educators. We are 
grateful to the Commonwealth for 
recognizing the importance of
continued education for those in 
the Early Childhood field. Early 
education professionals earn 
significantly less than their 
colleagues teaching in primary 
and secondary schools. The 
Rising STARS program has a 
major impact on the pursuit of 
higher degrees in our field.
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Quality  Shows | Thanks to Our Friends  

On a beautiful fall day in early October, PIC 
recognized and thanked the many supporters  
who helped us create the Magic Circle Nature 
Playground with a special breakfast and ceremony. 

In honor of the generosity of PIC’s friends, fami-
lies, and alumni, three magnificent metal butterfly 
sculptures have been mounted and placed in the 
playground above where children work on nature-
inspired art, gather for picnics, and share stories 

shaded by large trees. PIC Executive Director Debbie Green welcomed everyone to 
the nature playground and explained the important 
role outdoor education and nature play in early 
childhood development. PIC Board President Carol 
Lerner took a moment to thank everyone for the role 
they played in this project. 

A beautiful wooden sign has been specially  
designed by PIC friend and artist Rob Fedirko  
to fit in the natural landscape and will be installed  
on the playground later this year.

There are so many people whose gifts and contri-
butions made this project possible. PIC is especially 
grateful for the leadership gifts made by the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, a generous community 
partner and friend of PIC; Rebecca and Arthur 
Samberg, dear friends of former Executive Director 
Marni Sweet; and the Germeshausen Foundation 
with its strong interest in teaching children the  
importance of our environment.

Thanking the Magic Circle Makers

Special In-kind Support 

Anonymous 
  In honor of Cindy Roberts
Jason and Carol Lerner
Karl and Nancy Schultz
David Silver and Deirdre Woods
Jan Verhage
Margaret and David Balamuth
Brett, Jennifer, Talia and  
  Drew Feldman
Lisa and David Hoke
Klavans Family
Tara Trimarchi and David Munson
Ann E. Freedman and  
    Rand E. Rosenblatt
Santoro Family
Janet Golden and Eric Schneider

Arbor Day Foundation
Julie A. Bush
The Fedirko Family
Larry Leso
LRSLAstudio
Pennoni Associates Inc.
Josey and Earl Stamm
ThinkGreen
The Woodlands

Groundbreaking & 
Strong Support

Leadership Gifts
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Rebecca and Arthur Samberg
Germeshausen Foundation

Josey and Earl Stamm, both now retired artists, created a beautiful nature-themed mosaic  

to be the top of the art table in the newly-completed Magic Circle Nature Playground. The 

mosaic, which came to PIC in two pieces, was installed on site. The design of this table top, 

which includes a large tree, is perfect for young learners whose outdoor art projects will be 

inspired by nature all around them. The letters “PIC” have been incorporated into the design. 

Why not build literacy skills, too! Josey and Earl hope everyone enjoys using the table in all 

sorts of creative ways. We are grateful to them for this beautiful masterpiece!

Original Mosaic Installed at PIC

I live very close to the 
... original Magic Circle 
so loved by Marni 
[Sweet]. I went down 
there today and sat 
in the sunshine re-
membering ... Marni’s 
enthusiasm...and her 
love for work at PIC 
and the kids!*
—words of a Magic Circle donor

We appreciate the generous gifts we have received from individual donors, as  
well as support from area businesses, organizations, and civic institutions. While  
we are unable to recognize you all by name in this publication, please check the 
online Neighborhood News Spring 2015 edition for a complete list of our friends 
and supporters from 2014. Visit PIC’s website at parentinfantcenter.org and 
click on “News and Events.”

*PIC’s Magic Circle Nature Playground is 
named after a beloved play space of former 
PIC Executive Director Marni Sweet.
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Tuition Assistance            
 In 1986, PIC established a  
tuition assistance fund to help 
families who earn too much to 
qualify for federal or state 
subsidized care, but not enough 
to comfortably afford the cost 
of tuition. In 2014, the revenue 
from PIC’s two fundraising 
events helped 25 PIC families 
with the cost of care.
 PIC also enrolls families who 
receive subsidized child care 
through the CCIS and Pre-K 
Counts programs. Each year, the 
gap between government subsidy 
and the true cost of care for a 
child in a high quality center like 
PIC grows. Our annual fundrais-
ing efforts help close this gap and 
allow us to welcome families from 
a variety of income levels.

ArtStart 2014 was “Enchanting”
October’s ArtStart 2014 was an  

evening in an “Enchanted Garden.” Over 
200 guests—families, friends, and alumni 
of PIC—had the opportunity to dine, 
socialize, view a magnificent display of 
children’s artwork inspired by the natural 
world, and bid on unique auction items 
and packages. This year’s event was a 
great success, raising over $28,000! 

The night featured an elaborate buffet 
dinner donated by our friend and neigh-
bor Alex Yuen, owner of West Philadel-
phia’s Beijing Restaurant. There were 
also a host of additional food and bever-
age sponsors who served up wonderful 
array of appetizers and drinks. 

We are very grateful for support from   

Deirdre Woods Technology Advisors, 
sponsor of the 2014 Program Book.

 The evening included a video featur-
ing children in PIC’s Magic Circle Nature 
Playground, and a “Wish Garden,” which 
gave our guests the chance to fulfill the 
wishes of our classrooms by purchasing 
paper flowers. 

ArtStart is one of PIC’s two events 
dedicated to raising the funds needed for 
our tuition assistance program. Because 
of its success, PIC will be able to help 
families struggling with the cost of child 
care through its tuition assistance pro-
gram, and maintain the rich early learn-
ing experiences and quality school-age 
programming that all children deserve.

Expand the size of your gift by 
asking if your company has a 
matching gift program. Desig-
nate PIC to receive your gift to 
the United Way or Penn’s Way 
Campaigns by using our num-
ber: 02671. Kindly remember 
us in your estate planning. For 
more information on these and 
other ways to support PIC, please 
contact Development Manager 
Karen Stachelek at 215-222-5480 
or send an email to kstachelek@
parentinfantcenter.org.

Anonymous 
  In honor of Cindy Roberts
Jason and Carol Lerner
Karl and Nancy Schultz
David Silver and Deirdre Woods
Jan Verhage
Margaret and David Balamuth
Brett, Jennifer, Talia and  
  Drew Feldman
Lisa and David Hoke
Klavans Family
Tara Trimarchi and David Munson
Ann E. Freedman and  
    Rand E. Rosenblatt
Santoro Family
Janet Golden and Eric Schneider

This year was PIC’s first time par-
ticipating in #GivingTuesday, which 
launched our end-of-the-year fundraising. 

Created in 2012, #GivingTuesday 
follows Thanksgiving, Black Friday, and 
Cyber Monday, with a day dedicated to 
giving back.

PIC friends, families, and alumni  
posted on social media, sent emails, 
talked to friends and families, shared 
#UNselfies, and gave generously to PIC. 

Our 2014 end-of-the year Annual 

Fund Campaign raised $18,000 (in-
cluding #GivingTuesday dollars), which 
will be used to enhance PIC programs, 
fund special activities in the classroom, 
purchase books and other educational 
materials, make facility improvements, 
and other projects to help provide the 
highest quality child care programs and 
strengthen our community. We are fortu-
nate to have such supportive friends who 
share our commitment to children and 
young families.

#Giving Tuesday Kicked Off PIC’s Annual Fund

Other ways to support PIC

Facility & Technology Upgrades
                    In 2014, we completed an extensive renovation of our Stucco Building, home to our After School 

program, and made significant improvements to two toddler rooms in the Spruce Building. We plan to 
continue to make facility upgrades each year so that all PIC children enjoy bright, clean, healthy, and safe 
environments. 

We have upgraded our technology capabilities by installing fifteen wireless access points (WAPs)
throughout PIC to enable internet access from all of our rooms. It is the first step in our commitment to 
getting technology into each classroom. Before the end of the year, we also implemented a new text/email 
messaging service allowing us to quickly get in touch with all our families regarding school closings and 
other important center-wide messages that need to be broadcast.
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OUR GRATITUDE: We are very grateful for the support of our friends whose generous contributions we received in 2014

James and Martha Aguiar 
 in memory of Jasper Allred
Linda and Ronald Althoff 
 in honor of Julie Bush
Linda Amsterdam   
Andrew Ang and Nasha Kanai 
Jacquelyn Aveta and 
  James Gentile
Margaret and David Balamuth  
Lori Basher 
 in memory of Aleksander Grill
Vivian Begley  
Pratima and Ashish Behari  
Phyllis Belk  
Ashish and Pragati Bhargava 
Frances Biddle 
 in honor of Cindy Roberts
Mac and Judith Borie  
Hob and Holly Brooks  
Raymond Brown and Sachina
  Lyons-Brown   
Seth Budick and Fatimah Johnson 
Julie and Barry Bush  
James and Diane Calkins  
Craig Carnaroli and Amie Thornton 
Brendan Carr and Sarah Winters 
Rotonya and Tyree Carr  
Adrienne Chapman and 
  Peter Cline
Channtoo Chhean 
Louise Christopher  
Tamara Clark  
Barbara Cohen 
 in honor of Elizabeth Pokempner
Jodi Cohen  
Matthew Cohen and  
  Sarah Busis 
Amanda Conley  
Fran Crowley and 
  Nancy McCafferty-Crowley
Alison and Matthew Culyba
Jeff Curry and Angela Kweon Curry
Delphine Dahan
Gabriel Dattatreyan and Karin Hilfiker
Charles and Susan Davidson 
 in honor of Steve Pogarsky
John and Helen Davies 
Stephen Davis and Nina Hope
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Amy and Chris Dean  
Bill Dean 
Krystyna Dereszowska  
Bonnie and Steve Devlin  
Charles Dickens   
Mayva and Jeffrey Donnon  
Joyce Dubow   
Charles and Beth Emerson  
Diane Merry and Steven Fakharzadeh
Drew Faust and Charles Rosenberg
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Rob and Mary Beth Fedirko 
 in honor of Myles Fedirko
Brett and Jennifer Feldman 
Phyllis Fineman  

Brian and Leah Finnegan 
Clara Flores and John Hodgson
Jim Fraatz and Amy Hillier  
Susan Frankel
Lee Garner and Anne  
  Thomforde-Thomas  
Jeff Gelles and Sharon  
  Gornstein 
 in honor of Cindy Roberts and in 
memory of Marni Sweet
Betsy Gemmill  
Jason Glass & Laurie Friedman
Freddy Godoy
Emily and Scott Goldsleger  
Bo Gong and Dawei Xie
Michael Gordon and Rena
  Pokempner
Mary Graham 
Deb Green and Lisa Schultz
John Green and Andrea Weiss
 In honor of Elizabeth Green  
Bernard Greene and Rita 
  Johnson-Greene   
Barry Grossbach and Mike Hardy 
Stephen Groundwater and 
  Mathilda Edmunds   
Peter Grove and Nancy Greene
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Joan Halbert  
Victoria Hallerman and 
  Dean Thompson
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Ira and Sandra Harkavy
 in honor of Danielle Axelrod
Wayne Harris and Dana Reed  
Carol Hearn   
Marcia and Witold Henisz  
Roberta Henrion and Jon Posner
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Algund Hermann  
David Hochman and 
  Eugenia Siegler   
Michael and Alexa Hogarty
Lisa and David Hoke
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Miriam van Lieshout and 
  Adriaan Holleboom 
Molly Collins and Daniel Horton 
Y-J David Hsu and Katherine 
  Shozawa
Mimi Iijima and Steven Minicola 
Anne Marie and David Inglis 
Rachel Isaacson and Etai Dori
Rebecca Johnstone 
Gary and Meg Jones  
Loren and Jennifer Jutzi  
Anne and Vijay Kapoor  
Kevin and Stephanie Kearney  
Kathryn Keeler   
Rosemary Keough   
Patrick Kerkstra and Kaitlin Gurney
Jacob Kerner   
Teri and Daniel Kessler  
James Kim and Kristen Feemster

Richard Kirk  
Nancy and Richard Klavans 
 in honor of Sarah Klavans
Jeff Kleger and Sally Groverman
Charles Knittle  
Karen Knox  
Nicole Koepke and Wayne Heisler
Lilly and Hiroshi Kosaka  
Karen Koziara   
Willa Kravitz 
 in honor of Rachel Isaacson
Muriel Kudera  
Melani Lamond and Brian Ratigan 
Robert and Marilyn Landis 
 in honor of Penelope Landis
Deborah & Adam Lang
Linda Lawson   
Jerry and Marian Lazar  
Nellie and Dan Lazar  
Jason and Carol Lerner  
Larry Leso and Elena Huang  
Joy and Joseph Lim
Lan Lin   
Laura Line and Josh Goldstein 
Stan and Roseann Liu  
Hien Lu and Dylan Landis  
David Mandell and Jamie Kudera
Thomas Manning and 
  Kari Draper 
 in honor of Julia & Anna Manning
Dana Marcus 
 in honor of Carol Lerner
Todd Margasak and 
  Aimee Ferguson   
Colleen McCauley-Brown  
Vicki & Michael McGarvey  
Mike McGrath and  
  Meera Sundaram 
 in honor of Ida McGrath
Katherine Menasion-Murphy  
Deepa and Curtis Mischler  
Fatimah Mitchell   
Jonathan and Jessica Moore  
Richard Moore and Tulia Falleti 
Michael Mullins and Fran Balamuth
David Musto and 
  Katherine Beals 
Rosemary Myers   
Megin and John Myers  
Susan Napier   
Sara Nerken 
 in honor of Judy Borie and in memory 
 of Marni Sweet
Amy Neukrug
Judy Ni   
Charlene Nolan and 
  Patrick Connelly
Terrence and Lily O’Byrne
Daniel and Tricia Ann O’Loughlin 
 in honor of Marcella Handy
Vicky and Craig Olsen  
Geoff and Pita Oxholm  
Judith Parker   
Rachel Parker   

Michael Perner and Caroline Soter 
Ron and Mary Elizabeth Pfeil  
Brian and Amy Phillips  
Lynne Piersol and Mike Inskeep 
Luis and Martha Pleitez 
 in honor of Marcela Pleitez-Godoy
Steve Pogarsky and  
  Leila Graham-Willis 
Trey Popp and Elizabeth Bowman
Barbara Pressman   
Shirley Preston
 in memory of Marni Sweet
John and Diane Pringle 
 in honor of William Hoffman
Americus Reed III and 
  Veronica Alvarez   
Barbara and Ed Reinert
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Penny Rezet and Eric Feingold
Beth Rezet and Gregg Fromell
Jennifer Rice and a
  Michael Forman 
 in honor of Mary Beth & Rob Fedirko
Michele Richman   
Sara and Andrew Richman  
Cynthia Roberts and Dan Biddle 
Avery Rome and Jeffrey Price 
 in honor of Deb Green
Sharon and Jeremy Rosenberg 
Rand Rosenblatt and Ann Freedman
Libby Rosof and Murray Dubin 
 in honor of Cindy Roberts
Nancy Roth and Sigrid Larson  
Arthur and Rebecca Samberg
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Todd Sandler and Alison Williams 
Eric Schneider and Janet Golden
Joann Schock    
Dan Scholnick and Aimee Ando 
Darlene and Paul Schroeder 
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Karl and Nancy Schultz
 in memory of Marni Sweet
George and Nancy Shashaty  
Michael and Jill Shashaty  
Eric Shelov and Emily Hyde  
John Shigeoka 
 in honor of Chris & Michael O’Neill
Holly Sikora 
 in honor of Carol Lerner
David Silver and Deirdre Woods
Asali Solomon
Visvanathan and Indira Srinivasan 
Karen and Stan Stachelek  
Josey and Earl Stamm  
Mariel and Jonathon Staszewski 
Joel Steiker and Lori Ginzberg  
Lynne and Bert Strieb  
Albert Suh and Nancy Rimmer 
David Sweet and Elaine Kihara
 in memory of Marni Sweet
Midge and John Sweet  
Peg Szczurek   
Wenzhi Tan and Yuanyuan Tao

We make every effort to recognize all of our donors. If we have accidentally omitted your name, please accept our apology 
and let us know of our mistake. Contact Rachel Crossot at rcrossot@parentinfantcenter.org or call 215-222-5480.

We make every effort to recognize all of our donors. If we have accidentally omitted your name, please accept our apology 
and let us know of our mistake. Contact Communications Manager Rachel Isaacson at risaacson@parentinfantcenter.org or call 215-222-5480.
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Kok-chor Tan and Karen Detlefsen 
Kaixiang Tao and Yue Dang  
Joseph Teel and Marni Fogelson 
Erin & Christian Ticehurst  
Maxim Topaz and 
  Leah Shafran-Topaz
Battulga Ulziibat and 
  Nasanbat Dashzeveg  
Christel Urmenyhazi 
Helen Vinick  
Rob Voss and Alesa Rubendall
Steven Wagner and Monica
  Calkins Wagner   
Jason and Karen Wagner  
George Weaver and Mary Hediger 
Suzan Chau and Nik Weidenbacher 
Scott & Lisa Weidman
Joan Weiner   
Wanda Wilkerson   
Barbara Williams 
 in memory of Jack and Matt Williams
Kevin Williams and Victoria Werth 
Karen Wisnia and Kirk Wattles  
Doug Witmer   
Matt Wolfe and Denise Furey  
Karen Wolfe   
Rick Womer and Joy Wiltenburg 
Jackie McCrea and Brian Yachyshen 
Joel Yurdin and Kirstin Knox
Qiliang Zhang and Benyu Yang
Erica and Kevin Zimmer  
Andrew Zitcer and Noga Newberg

BUSINESS AND 
PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT

Adobe
Adventure Aquarium
All Around This World 
America-Italy Society of Philadelphia

American Duplicating  
American Girl Doll   
American Picture Framing Company 
Arden Theatre Company
Baltimore Pet Shoppe
Barefoot Wine & Bubbly
Bartram’s Garden
BCG Securities
Becker’s School Supplies 
Beijing Restaurant 
Blarney Stone  
BMC Benefit Services
Brandywine River Museum of Art
Broken Glass Studio
Bryan Karl Lathrop Photography
Camden Children’s Garden
Chanticleer 
City Tap House
Cobblestone Kids Pediatric 
  Dentistry 
Coffee Market
Courtyard by Marriott Hotel
Craig Laban
Deirdre Woods Technology 
  Advisors 
Devon Horse Show & 
  Country Fair 
DiBruno Bros.
Doogan Construction
Eastern State Penitentiary
EY Productions 
Fairmount Soccer Association
Friends Select School
Fusion Furniture  
Green Line Café
Greensgrow West 
Gwendolyn Bye Dance Center 
Helium Comedy Club
Honest Tom’s Taco Shop
Hummus   
International House  
Jenkintown Building Services

 in honor of Arnold & Esther Tuzman
JJ Tiziou Photography
Keswick Cycle  
krb Printing
Lansdowne Friends School
Le Meridian 
Lifetouch  
Lil’ Pop Shop
Lindsay Insurance Group
Linton’s Managed Services
Little Baby’s Ice Cream
Longwood Gardens
Love’n Fresh Flowers
Metropolitan Bakery  
Modern Eye  
Monarch Hardware  
Moore Brothers Wine Company
Morris Arboretum 
National Constitution Center
National Museum of American 
  Jewish History 
Opera Philadelphia
Pasqually’s Pizza
Penn Museum of Archeology &
  Anthropology
Philadelphia Museum of Art 
Philadelphia Office Furniture Co.
Philadelphia Phillies 
Philadelphia Suzuki Piano 
  Academy 
Philly InMovement
R.E. Pileggi & Sons
Russell Gardens Wholesale
Rx the Farmacy
Saturn Club Hair Salon
Sesame Place  
Stephen Starr Restaurants
Tents & Events 
The Philadelphia School
Tyler Arboretum
UC Green  
University City Beverage

University City Boot Camp
University Pinball 
Upper Darby Performing 
  Arts Center 
Vietnam Cafe
Vix Emporium
Voice Word Image
Wake Up Yoga
Wayne’s Garage
West Philadelphia Locksmith Co.
WHYY  
Winterthur
Yards Brewing
Zimmerman Studio

FOUNDATION, CORPORATE 
AND CIVIC SUPPORT  
 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation  
Network for Good   
Penn Alexander HSA  
Philadelphia Foundation
Smith Memorial Playground  
Spruce Hill Community Association
Terri Lynne Lokoff Child Care
  Foundation   
The Mayor’s Office   
University City Arts League  
Wells Fargo Community Support

We make every effort to recognize all of our donors. If we have accidentally omitted your name, please accept our apology 
and let us know of our mistake. Contact Rachel Crossot at rcrossot@parentinfantcenter.org or call 215-222-5480.

We make every effort to recognize all of our donors. If we have accidentally omitted your name, please accept our apology 
and let us know of our mistake. Contact Communications Manager Rachel Isaacson at risaacson@parentinfantcenter.org or call 215-222-5480.

OUR GRATITUDE: We are very grateful for the support of our friends whose generous contributions we received in 2014
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Part of the Community
Information and Advocacy: Through 
advocacy efforts, PIC provides families, 
alumni, and friends information on early  
education and school age policy and 
programming in the state and the country. 

In October, with help from our friend, 
Representative Jim Roebuck, PIC hosted 
its first Lights on Afterschool event. After 
decorating the inside of their classroom, we 
talked about the importance of quality after school programs like PIC. We lit a  
ceremonial “tree,” which remained lit through the night to show our neighbors that 
we were participating in this nation-wide call to celebrate after school programs 
and emphasize the need for more quality programs throughout the country.

In other school-age news, PIC Director of School Age Programs Anjali Gallup-
Diaz has been recognized by the Pennsylvania Statewide Afterschool Youth 
Development Network (PSAYDN) for her dedication to high quality after school 
programs. Anjali, along with 15 fellow educators across the Commonwealth, was 
selected as a 2015 PSAYDN After School Ambassador to advocate for the  
importance of quality after school programs like PIC to policymakers and govern-
ment officials in Harrisburg and Washington.

In 2014, PIC was pleased to participate and support the Pre-K for PA Campaign 
in its work to make increased access to high-quality pre-kindergarten a top priority 
during this crucial election year. With a new governor in office, we remain commit-
ted to fighting for all PA’s young children and will continue our work with Pre-K for 
PA so that, “every 3- and 4-year-old in Pennsylvania will have access to high-
quality pre-K.”

2015 Spring Plant Sale  

Sale Days: May 1 & 2

Pre-Sales: March 15 - April 15

parentinfantcenter.org

Annuals, Perennials, Houseplants, 
Herbs, Fruits & Veggies, Hanging Baskets, 

and more!  
Pre-Order by April 15 for best selection

Warming Up for the PIC Plant Sale
Each year, as the weather warms, PIC helps West Philadelphia go green 

with our Spring Plant Sale, a neighborhood tradition for more than 30 years!
We will soon mobilize the PIC community—families, alumni, friends, and 

staff—to sell plants, organize volunteers, fill hundreds of plant orders, and turn 
the chapel next door to PIC into a “pop-up” garden center for a cause!

This year, PIC Plant Sale days will be on Friday, May 1 and Saturday, 
May 2. The PIC Plant Sale online store at picplantsale.org will open on 
March 15. There you will find an amazing selection of annuals, perennials, 
herbs, fruits & veggies, and hanging baskets. This online shopping experience 
is easy-to-use and convenient for payment. People who prefer to pay by cash 
or check, can place orders online and mail or bring payment to PIC. 

The event’s success will be driven by a month-long Pre-Sale Cam-
paign, which ends on April 15. We can’t do it without you!! Please reach out 
to your family, neighbors, and colleagues...email a link to PIC’s Plant Sale 
store to everyone you know!

Please contact Development Manager Karen Stachelek via email at  
kstachelek@parentinfantcenter.org or call 215-222-5480 with any questions.

Plant Sale revenue supports PIC’s tuition assistance program, which 
makes tuition more affordable to families with limited income and encourages 
diversity within our community. See you in the spring!

The number of Thursday 
nights last summer that PIC 
hosted Storytime in Clark 
Park, a free program open 
to the public to help promote  
reading among children  
and parents, as well as 
to celebrate diversity. 

consecutive years of PIC’s annual 
Family Book Fest at the Rotunda, 
a free program promoting literacy  
as a family activity in the community. 

DEADLINE to order plants is APRIL 15


